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Holiday Closings

Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day
Nov. 27-28 Thanksgiving
Dec. 25 Christmas

Louisiana Book Festival Returns on
November 1st

The 21st annual Louisiana Book Festival
will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in down
-town Baton Rouge at the Louisiana
State Capitol, the State Library of Louisi-
ana, Capitol Park Museum, and the sur-
rounding Capitol Park area.

Among the writers featured this year are
Wally Lamb, whose latest book The Riv-
er is Waiting is a recent Oprah Winfrey
Book Club selection, and Ricky Riccardi,
Director of Research Collections at the
Louis Armstrong House Museum in New
York, who examines the legendary trum-
peter’s rise to fame in Stomp Off, Let’s
Go: The Early Years of Louis Armstrong.
A cooking demonstration will be provided
by Marcelle Bienvenu, author of Who'’s
Your Mama, Are You Catholic, and Can
You Make a Roux? All told, authors will
participate in more than one hundred
programs, including WordShop writing
seminars the day before the festival.

Poet Julie Kane will be presented with
the 2025 Louisiana Writer Award, which
honors outstanding contributions to the
state’s literary and intellectual life exem-
plified by a contemporary Louisiana writ-
er's body of work. This year’'s One Book
One Festival discussion will focus on
the short stories of noted Louisiana his-
torical author Kate Chopin. The festival
will feature over 100 exhibitors including
publishers, authors, libraries, and more.
For more information: visit:
LouisianaBookFestival.org.

Collections Connections

Collections Connections is an e-
newsletter assembled by the staff of the
Collections Division of the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Print Dis-
abled (NLS) to highlight works of di-
verse interest that NLS patrons can
download from BARD, the Braille and
Audio Reading Download website. To
sign up, send your name and email ad-
dress to the Collection Connections
team at connections@loc.gov or visit:

https://www.loc.gov/nls/new-materials/
collections-connections/
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ABL Convention in November

The ABL 2025 "YOU GOTTA BEE!"
State Convention is set for November 7—
9, 2025 in Lafayette, Louisiana. The Affil-
iated Blind of Louisiana invites you to
join them for a weekend of education,
inspiration, and community. The conven-
tion will be held at the Holiday Inn Lafa-
yette North. The hotel's phone number is
337-706-8199.

Disruption to distribution of TBT on
cartridge

Due to a transition between vendors,
several issues of Talking Book Topics,
beginning with March—April 2025, were
not distributed on cartridge. Patrons may
access issues of the TBT audio maga-
zine on BARD that they did not receive
on cartridge or by requesting individual
copies from their network libraries. Order
forms and HTML versions of TBT are
available on the Talking Book Topics
landing page at www.loc.gov/nls/new-
materials/talking-book-topics.

New Title for BookTalks

Our BookTalks Fall Book Selection will
be:

DB 122747 The God of the Woods by
Liz Moore

Early morning, August 1975: a camp
counselor discovers an empty bunk. Its
occupant, Barbara Van Laar, has gone
missing. Barbara isn'’t just any thirteen-
year-old: she’s the daughter of the family
that owns the summer camp and em-
ploys most of the region’s residents. And

this isn’t the first time a Van Laar child
has disappeared. Barbara’s older broth-
er similarly vanished fourteen years ago,
never to be found.

How to Join BookTalks

We hold our book discussions via an
email discussion list. Members comment
on the book by sending an email to the
discussion list. All members then see the
comments and have the ability to re-
spond by email to the group. If you want
to join our discussion group, go to: http://
pelican.state.lib.la.us/mailman/listinfo/
tbblbooktalks and create an account by
entering your name (make sure to put
your name so we can verify you), email
address and make up a password or, as
always, you can call your reader adviser.

BookTalks Book Club

If you join BookTalks, we will add you to
our mailing list and automatically send
you a digital book copy of the newest se-
lection. We hope that this will make it
more convenient to read the book and
participate in the discussion. Thank you,
and we hope to hear from you soon!

Fall Book Recommendations 2025
by Sneha Padumane

DB 128966 Fun for the Whole Family: A
Novel by Jennifer E. Smith

The four Endicott siblings—Gemma,
Connor, Roddy, and Jude—were once
inseparable, a bond created by the ab-
sence of their dazzling, mercurial moth-
er, who would return for a few weeks
each summer to whisk them off on
sprawling road trips around the country.
Decades later, the unthinkable has hap-
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pened and the Endicotts haven't spoken
in years...until an out-of-the-blue text ar-
rives from Jude, now a famous actress,
summoning them to a small town in
North Dakota.

DB 128045 How the World Made the
West: A 4,000 Year History by Jose-
phine Crawley Quinn

Oxford historian and classicist Jose-
phine Quinn upends two centuries of
conventional historiography, troubling
the waters of our Western origin story as
she locates the roots of the West in eve-
rything from literature from Sumeria, the
law codes of Babylon, metallurgy from
the Hittites, to sculpture from Egypt, irri-
gation from Assyria, and the art of navi-
gation and the alphabet from Phoenicia,
to name just a few examples. Rather
than the very popular 'West and the rest'
view of history, Quinn demonstrates that
cultures come to life by borrowing heavi-
ly from others, near and far.

DB 129025 Elphie: A Wicked Childhood
by Gregory Maguire

What happened to young Elphaba be-
fore her witchy powers took hold in
Wicked? Almost 30 years after publica-
tion of the original novel, for the first time
Gregory Maguire reveals the story of
prickly young Elphie, the future Wicked
Witch of the West.

DB 129030 Home of the Happy: A Mur-
der on the Cajun Prairie by Jordan
LaHaye Fontenot

On January 16, 1983, Aubrey LaHaye's

body was found floating in the Bayou
Nezpique. His kidnapping ten days be-
fore sparked 'the biggest manhunt in
the history of Evangeline Parish'. But
his descendants would hear the story
as lore, in whispers of the dreadful day
the FBI landed a helicopter in the fami-
ly's front lawn and set out on horseback
to search for the seventy-year-old bank-
er. Decades later, Aubrey's great-grand-
daughter Jordan LaHaye Fontenot
asked her father, the parish urologist, to
tell the full story.

DB 129108 The Café With No Name by
Robert Seethaler

Summer 1966. Robert Simon is in his
early thirties and has a dream. Raised
in a home for war orphans, Robert has
nonetheless grown into a warm-
hearted, hard-working, and determined
man. When the former owners of the
corner café in the Carmelite market
square shutter the business, Robert
sees that the chance to realize his
dream has arrived.

DB 128997 My Next Breath: A Memoir
by Jeremy Renner

In this debut memoir, Jeremy describes
in blistering detail his accident and the
aftermath. This retelling is not merely a
gruesome account of what happened to
him; it's a call to action and a forged
companionship between listener and
author as Jeremy recounts his recovery
journey and reflects on the impact of his
suffering.
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DB 129683 The Inside Game: Bad Calls,
Strange Moves, and What Baseball Be-
havior Teaches Us About Ourselves by
Keith Law

Keith Law analyzes baseball's biggest
decision-making successes and failures,
looking at how gambles and calculated
risks of all sizes and scales have shaped
the sport, and how the game's ongoing
data revolution is rewriting decades of
accepted decision making. In the pro-
cess, he explores questions that have
long been debated, from whether throw-
ing harder really increases a player's risk
of serious injury to whether teams
‘overvalue’ trade prospects. Bringing his
analytical and combative style to some of
baseball's longest running debates, Law
deepens our knowledge of the sport in
this entertaining work that is both fun and
deeply informative.

DB 126842 Dear Laura: Inspector Lintott
Mysteries, Book 1 by Jean Stubbs
Wimbledon, England, 1889. When Theo-
dore Crozier is found dead the neighbor-
hood hopes the cause may be suicide, if
only to spare further pain for both his du-
tiful wife Laura and beloved brother Ti-
tus. However, there is more to the matter
and Inspector John Joseph Lintott is sent
in to investigate. The further he delves
into the mystery the more tangled it be-
comes.

DB 121516 A Journey of Faith: A Moth-
er's Alzheimer's, A Son's Love, and His
Search for Answers by Edward Grinnan
Grinnan, Guideposts' Editor-in-Chief, re-
veals his deeply personal and hopeful
journey of faith through his mother's Alz-
heimer's and his own fear of getting the
disease. A blessing and encouraging

read for anyone facing trials, Edward un-
derstands the fear and panic of memory
loss and Alzheimer's all too well. He
watched Alzheimer's take its ruthless
course with his lovely, funny, and intelli-
gent mother, Estelle, and was haunted
by the question: will it happen to me too?

DB 127340 A Forty Year Kiss: A Novel
by Nickolas Butler

Charlie and Vivian parted ways after just
four years of marriage. Too many prob-
lems, too many struggles, even though
the love didn't quite die. When Charlie
returns to Wisconsin forty years later,
he's not sure what he'll find. He is sure of
one thing—he must try to reconnect with
Vivian to pick up the broken pieces of
their past. But forty years is a long time.
It's forty years of other relationships, forty
years of building new lives, and forty
years of long-held regrets, mistakes, and
painful secrets.

DB 129330 No Bad Parts: Healing Trau-
ma and Restoring Wholeness with the
Internal Family Systems Model by Rich-
ard Schwartz

Dr. Schwartz's Internal Family Systems
(IFS) model has been transforming psy-
chology for decades. With No Bad Parts,
you'll learn why IFS has been so effec-
tive in areas such as trauma recovery,
addiction therapy, and depression treat-
ment and how this new understanding of
consciousness has the potential to radi-
cally change our lives.

DB 128640 Doctor Who and the Dalek
Invasion of Earth by Terrance Dicks

The TARDIS lands in a London of future
times, a city now ruled by Daleks. The
Doctor and his companions meet a team
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of underground resistance workers,
among the few survivors, but after an un-
successful attack on the Dalek space-
ship, they are all forced to flee the capital.
A perilous journey through England finally
brings them to the secret center of Dalek
operations and the mysterious reason for
the Dalek invasion of Earth!

DB 129402 You Gotta Eat: Real-Life
Strategies for Feeding Yourself When
Cooking Feels Impossible by Margaret
Eby

Delivery is expensive. Eating a spoonful
of peanut butter is depressing. You can't
imagine having the energy to chop an on-
ion. But somehow, you gotta eat. How
does anyone feed themselves under
these conditions?

Enter You Gotta Eat, a friendly, accessi-
ble resource for getting something on
your plate when you have too much on
your plate. Part cookbook, part pep talk,
and part action plan, You Gotta Eat offers
tips and tactics for making effortless food
that's nourishing, tasty, and even a little
fun.

DB 128383 Zen in the Art of Writing: Es-
says on Creativity by Ray Bradbury

In this exuberant book, the incomparable
Ray Bradbury shares the wisdom, experi-
ence, and excitement of a lifetime of writ-
ing. Here are practical tips on the art of
writing from a master of the craft, every-
thing from finding original ideas to devel-
oping your own voice and style, as well
as the inside story of Bradbury's own re-
markable career as a prolific author of
novels, stories, poems, films, and plays.

Books and Beyond:
A Section for Children and Teens

White Cane Day, October 15th

The Louisiana School for the Visually Im-
paired will be celebrating the 60th annual
White Cane Day on Wednesday, October
15, 2025. Events will be held in the down-
town Baton Rouge Town Square area
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. White Cane
Day commemorates the freedom, inde-
pendence, and mobility symbolized by the
use of the long white cane. A variety of
activities will include a picnic, route travel,
awareness education, and a scavenger
hunt. For further information contact the
Louisiana School for the Visually Im-
paired at 225-757-3489.

New Literacy and Learning Lab at the
State Library

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the State
Library of Louisiana’s new Literacy and
Learning Lab was held Tuesday, August
19th at 3:00 p.m. The project is a joint ini-
tiative of the State Library, the Office of
the Lieutenant Governor, and the Family
Resource Group Foundation. The Lab
features literacy activities, educational
games, puzzles, word search activities
displayed on the walls of the room, talking
books, Braille demonstration technology,
highlighted local landmarks, fun library
facts, and take-home resources and pub-
lications. It provides a dynamic learning
environment where a child can enjoy new
reading experiences through interactive
tools and activities. The Lab is located on
the first floor of the State Library and is
available to the public during operating
hours from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday.

Louisiana Hotlines

Page 5



Summer Reading 2025

The Summer Reading 2025 slogan was
“Color Our world/ All Jazzed Up,” ex-
ploring art and music. 184 young people
participated this year. Each participant
received a mixed Grab ‘N’ Go bag, con-
taining craft ideas, activities, incentives,
games, coloring sheets, bookmarks,
pencils, and reading logs. Each reader
who turned in their reading log received
a light violet All Jazed Up t-shirt featur-
ing a jazz playing alligator, an achieve-
ment certificate, and various reading in-
centives. Special thanks to the Jones
Foundation for their generous support in
providing Summer Reading incentives
and programming ideas.

LCB Offers Two Scholarships in 2025

The Louisiana Council of the Blind
(LCB) offers two scholarships. The Ha-
zel Diagle and Paula Marshall Scholar-
ships recognize the achievement of
blind scholars in Louisiana. Each schol-
arship is $1000.00; $500.00 for the fall
semester and spring semester. The
deadline for scholarship applications is
November 1, 2025. For current infor-
mation, and to receive an application
packet, contact Gwen King, LCB Schol-
arship Committee, 7707 Bismark Drive,
Baton Rouge, LA 70812; or call 225-247
-8748. LCB President Leola Campbell
may also be contacted by phone at: 225
-614-5988.

Need homework help? Check out
HomeworkLA

If you need academic help, the State Li-
brary of Louisiana offers an online re-
source available at www.tutor.com/

homeworklouisiana/learn-more.
Homework Louisiana provides live tu-
toring for grades K-12, college and
adult education, test preparation, and
job search assistance to all Louisiana
residents. Academic tutoring is now
available from 2 p.m. to midnight sev-
en days a week. Self-study tools for
AP, ACT/SAT, and GED are also avail-
able 24/7. In addition, there is a
“connect with voice” option for the vis-
ually impaired. Students may now ac-
cess this service from any internet-
connected computer or mobile device
during these hours; even from a
school campus after 2:00 pm. Home-
work Louisiana is funded in part with a
Library Services and Technology Act
grant from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services, the State Library
of Louisiana, and your local public li-
brary.

Louisiana Book Festival for
Younger Readers

The Young Readers’ Pavilion will in-
clude children’s authors, a storytelling
tent, crafts, face painting, balloon ani-
mals and more. Teens will have the
opportunity to meet Young Adult au-
thors and participate in crafts and oth-
er activities at the Teen HQ, including
a teen scavenger hunt. Featured au-
thors this year include Raj Tawney,
Delilah S. Dawson, Olivia Worley, and
Lindsey Duga. Award-winning musi-
cian Johnette Downing is also return-

ing.

The Festival will be Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, at the State Library in downtown
Baton Rouge from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
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Support Our TBBL Friends
Organization

The Jones Foundation acknowledges the
following donors for their generous contri-
butions:

Carol J Aubuchon, in honor of Arletha
Posey and in memory of Edith
Williams

Since 1981, the Mrs. W. Carruth Jones
Foundation has acted as a friends group
for the Talking Books and Braille Library
in the State Library of Louisiana. It
provides a mechanism for accepting
donations to enhance and support
services to the blind and physically
handicapped community state-wide.

The Jones Foundation directly supple-
ments the programs and initiatives of
TBBL within the State Library.

It is a primary sponsor of the State
Library’s large print collection, TBBL’s
summer reading program, staff enrich-
ment, and early literacy program.

To contribute, make checks payable to
the Jones Foundation and mail to the
following address:

Mrs. W. Carruth Jones Foundation
1131 N. River Road
Port Allen, LA 70767

All donations are tax deductible.

Anyone who makes a donation receives
a one-year membership to the Jones
Foundation. For meeting information, call
Shelia Coleman at 225-342-4942.

TBBL Directory

Library address

Talking Books & Braille Library
701 N. Fourth St.

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone numbers

Baton Rouge: 225-342-0035
Statewide: 1-800-543-4702
Fax: 225-342-6817

Special services
Music section: 800-424-8567
Braille service: 800-453-4293

Email
tbbl@library.la.gov
tbblkids@library.la.gov

Walk-in hours
Monday — Thursday
10 a.m. -2 p.m.

Phone and email hours
Monday — Friday
8 a.m. —4:30 p.m.

Library services

Audio books and magazines
Braille books and magazines
Large print books and big books
Online catalog

BARD download service

BARD mobile apps

Newspaper reading service

Eligibility

Any Louisiana resident who is
unable to read or use standard print
materials as a result of a temporary
or permanent visual or physical
limitation is eligible to receive

free library services.
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State Library of Louisiana FREE MATTER FOR THE
Talking Books and Braille Library
701 N- Fourth Street BLIND OR HANDICAPPED

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Special format library materials are loaned
to qualified patrons by
Talking Books and Braille Library
State Library of Louisiana
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

Supported in part by funding from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services

e X INSTITUTE of
STATE LIBRARY ~ --esiq Museumandlerary
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